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Overview 
On average over the past three years, there were nearly 2.1 million 
visitors to Manly per annum1. These included day trip visitors who 
have travelled “a round trip distance of at least 50 kilometres and 
away from home for at least four hours”.  

International Visitors 
• Of all the international visitors that travelled to Sydney, 30% 

visited Manly (for either an overnight stay or a daytrip). 

• The average number of international visitors to Manly (for an overnight stay or a daytrip) over the past 
three years was 828,200 per annum. 

• The top three international markets visiting Manly (for either a daytrip or staying overnight) were the UK 
(19%), USA (12%) and New Zealand (8%).  

• The top three international markets staying overnight in Manly were also the UK (23%), New Zealand 
(15%) and USA (12%).  

• The most popular reason for international visitors to stay in Manly was for visiting friends and relatives 
(46%) followed by holiday or leisure purposes (38%). Also important were education and employment 
visitors who despite only making up 6% and 5%, respectively of international overnight visitors to Manly, 
contributed 25% and 18% of visitor nights due to their longer average length of stay. 

• The most popular activity for international visitors to Australia who stayed in Manly was eating at 
restaurants and cafes with 93% of all international visitors participating in this activity2. Other popular 
activities included going to the beach (88%), sightseeing and shopping (76% each). 

• International visitors to Manly were most likely to have arrived in Australia unaccompanied (62%) or as 
part of an adult couple (20%). 

• Almost one in five (19%) of international visitors to Manly were backpackers. 

• The youth market (15-29 years) accounted for 38% of the total international visitors to Manly. The second 
largest age group was the 30-44 years olds (29%).  

• International visitors to Manly were most likely to be on a return visit to Australia (58%).  

International visitors  
Annual 
Average 

2009-2011 

Annual 
Average 

2012-2014 

International visitors staying overnight in Manly 46,900 44,700 

International visitors staying overnight elsewhere but visiting Manly on a daytrip 661,000 783,500 

Total international visitors 707,900 828,200 

                                                      
1 This figure and all other figures in this report are based on a three year average (YE June) to improve the sample size and 
the reliability. 
2 These were the most popular activities for international visitors to Australia who visited Manly, however they did not 
necessarily participate in these activities in Manly. 
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Domestic Overnight Visitors 
• Only 9% of the total domestic overnight visitors to Sydney 

stayed overnight in Manly or visited Manly during their stay. 

• The average number of domestic overnight visitors who 
stayed overnight in Manly over the last three years was 
137,400.  

• Domestic overnight visitors who stayed in Manly were mainly 
travelling for the purpose of visiting friends and relatives 
(42%), followed by holiday (36%). 

• The most popular activities for domestic overnight visitors travelling to Manly were eating at restaurants 
(72%), visiting friends and relatives (58%), going to the beach (50%), shopping (28%), and sightseeing 
(23%).  

• Overnight visitors to Manly were more likely to come from intrastate (56%) than interstate (44%).  

• Interstate visitors were more likely to come from Victoria (21%) and Queensland (8%) while intrastate 
visitors were most likely going to be travelling from The Hunter or South Coast.  

Domestic visitors - annual average based on 3 years to June 2014 
Annual 
Average 

2009-2011 

Annual 
Average 

2012-2014 

Domestic visitors staying overnight in Manly 137,000 137,400 

Domestic visitors staying overnight elsewhere but visiting Manly on a daytrip 596,000 627,900 

Domestic day visitors (not staying away from home) 487,700 498,700 

Total domestic visitors 1,220,700 1,264,000 

Domestic Day Trip 
• Manly received only 3% of the total Sydney domestic day trip market.  

• The average number of day trip visitors to Manly over the past three years was 498,700 per annum.  

• Of all visitors to Manly, two thirds (66%) went to Manly for holiday/leisure purposes and 28% to visit their 
friends and relatives.   

• The most popular activities for day trippers to Manly were eating out (61%) and going to the beach (48%).  

 

 

TOTAL (domestic and international)  
Annual 
Average 

2009-2011 

Annual 
Average 

2012-2014 

Visitors staying overnight in Manly 184,000 182,000 

Visitors staying overnight elsewhere but visiting Manly on a daytrip 1,257,000 1,411,400 

Domestic day visitors (not staying away from home) 487,700 498,700 

TOTAL visitors to Manly 1,928,700 2,092,100 

Source: International Visitors Survey (YE June 2012 to YE June 2014) and National Visitors Survey (YE June 
2012 to YE June 2014), Tourism Research Australia. 

 
Note: Overnight and domestic day visitors to Manly relate to Manly LGA visitation which includes Balgowlah-
Clontarf-Seaforth & Manly-Fairlight SA2s. 
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