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NEW REGIONAL TOURISM FUNDING PROGRAM LAUNCHED IN THE 

SNOWIES 
  

Minister for Tourism and Major Events, George Souris today announced the NSW 
Government’s new $5 million Regional Tourism Product Development Funding Program is 
now officially open for applications. 
 
Mr Souris announced the opening of the funding program while in Cooma today with Member 
for Monaro, John Barilaro, at a ceremony marking the signing of a Heads of Agreement 
between Tourism Snowy Mountains, local government and local industry in what he claimed 
was an important step forward for the region’s peak tourism body. 
 
“The agreement is an important step for the peak tourism body in this region and I would like 
to thank and congratulate all stakeholders on making this agreement possible,” Mr Barilaro 
said. 
 
“This will lead to a more efficient business model which along with this new funding program 
will only benefit the local tourism industry.” 
 
Mr Souris said Tourism Snowy Mountains will join all of regional NSW in benefitting from the 
new funding program which marks an important step towards the NSW Government’s goal of 
doubling overnight tourism expenditure in NSW by 2020. 
 
“As part of our election commitment we promised additional funding for regional tourism and 
today we have delivered on that.” 
 
“The overall goal of the additional $5 million funding program is to create, grow and enhance 
tourism products available across regional NSW which in turn will help to attract more visitors.” 
 
“Tourism is the lifeblood of many of our regional towns and this additional funding will help to 
grow tourism, create local jobs and rebuild the State’s economy,” Mr Souris said. 
 
The Regional Tourism Product Development Funding Program will be delivered in two 
streams;  

 Each mainland Regional Tourism Organisation will receive $250,000 through 
Destination NSW and; 

 The additional $1.75 million will be made available to successful applicants from the 
tourism industry for large scale projects that will significantly benefit regional NSW. 

 
“This $5 million investment is in addition to the $5.1 million provided by Destination NSW to 
Regional Tourism Organisations and the Forum of Regional Tourism Organisations (FORTO) 
to work with the tourism industry on their marketing campaigns and local initiatives. 
 
“This means Regional Tourism Organisations and their local industry will have access to more 
than $10 million in 2011-2012 for marketing and product development. 
 
 
 



 
 
“This is a strong indication of just how committed this Government is to growing regional 
tourism in NSW.  
 
“Tourism is recognised by this Government as a key economic driver that is worth almost $20 
billion in overnight expenditure a year and directly supports more than 160,000 jobs, half of 
those in regional areas.” 
 
In the year ending June 2011, regional NSW received more than 49 million domestic and 
international visitors who spent almost 71 million nights and injected $12 billion in the regional 
NSW economy. 
 
For more information on the Regional Tourism Product Development Funding Program, 
including application forms and criteria, please visit www.tourism.nsw.gov.au or 
www.forto.com.au 
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