
ABORIGINAL 
SYDNEY AND NSW 

A diversity of Aboriginal cultural experiences is showcased through 
authentic tours and performances by Aboriginal Australians.  
Museums and galleries also provide excellent opportunities for 
visitors to discover and experience this culture first-hand in New 
South Wales.  

Tours 

Aboriginal Blue Mountains Walkabout, Faulconbridge 
Aboriginal-owned and-operated, this seven-hour tour includes a challenging 
off-track walk through the mountains following an ancient songline through 
the secluded wilderness. Visitors can view ancient art, ceremonial sites and 
hear Aboriginal Dreamtime stories. The walk starts and finishes in the Blue 
Mountains at Faulconbridge Railway Station. 

Tel: +61 408 443 822  
www.bluemountainswalkabout.com 

Barangaroo Aboriginal Cultural Tour Program, Barangaroo 
Visitors to Barangaroo Reserve, Sydney's new headland park, can now 
connect with the world's oldest living culture through the Barangaroo 
Aboriginal Cultural Tour Program. Developed by renowned educator 
Clarence Slockee, who leads a team of five Aboriginal Visitor Services 
Guides, the 90-minute guided tours provide an in-depth explanation of the 
Indigenous history of Sydney Harbour and surrounds, the cultural 
significance of this site, and the various flora and fauna within the park.  
They will also delve into the stories of Australia's First National People and 
the clans of the Eora Nation in particular. 

Tel: + 61 447 690 117 
barangaroo.sydney/whats-on/guided-tours/

Dreamtime Southern X - The Rocks Dreaming Aboriginal Heritage Tour, 
Sydney  
Be touched by the most ancient human culture on earth in a 90-minute 
walkabout with an Aboriginal guide in The Rocks, and journey into 
Dreamtime, the culture of Aboriginal People. The Rocks Dreaming Aboriginal 
Heritage Tour is Aboriginal-owned and-operated by Aboriginal Elder, Margret 
Campbell, and led by Aboriginal guides who have permission to share her 
cultural knowledge. The tour gives visitors the opportunity to discover how 
the ancient Aboriginal Dreamtime is still alive within the modern Sydney 
landscape and how the billion year old harbour, waterways, flora and fauna 
continue to influence how Aboriginal people live today. 

Tel: +61 2 9517 4390 
www.dreamtimesouthernx.com.au 

Walkabout Tours, Blue Mountains 

Barangaroo Aboriginal Cultural Tour Program 
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The Rocks Dreaming Aboriginal Heritage Tour 

Current as at 1 April 2016 

http://www.bluemountainswalkabout.com/
http://barangaroo.sydney/whats-on/guided-tours/
http://www.dreamtimesouthernx.com.au/


EcoTreasures, Sydney  
EcoTreasures is a fully-accredited, eco-tourism specialist providing tours of 
Sydney's Northern Beaches, Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park and Sydney 
Harbour National Park. Learn about Aboriginal culture, art, the Dreamtime, 
traditional and native bush medicines and foods from a cultural guide. 

Tel: +61 415 121 648 
www.ecotreasures.com.au 

Harry Nanya Tours, Wentworth, Outback NSW 
Harry Nanya Tours is an Aboriginal-owned and-operated, multi-award-
winning business. Led by traditional Paakantyi guides, Harry Nanya 
specialises in visits to the World Heritage-listed Mungo National Park known 
as the oldest burial site in the world. Participants journey back in time with a 
local Aboriginal guide to discover the history of Mungo and the culture of its 
people. The ‘Walls of China’, a 30km lunette of white sand dunes, is a real 
highlight. Tours operate daily from April to October. Mungo National Park 
Sunset Tours are offered November to March. 

Tel: +61 3 5027 2076  
www.harrynanyatours.com.au  

Ngaran Ngaran Culture Awareness, Narooma, South Coast 

While Gulaga Mountain and many parts of the Narooma region on the NSW 
South Coast have held sacred significance for the Yuin Aboriginal 
community for tens of thousands of years, their stories are not widely known. 
Ngaran Ngaran Culture Awareness is an Aboriginal-owned and-operated 
initiative that gives visitors the chance to experience first-hand a traditional 
ceremony as well as Dreaming stories. The two-day tour escorted by 
Aboriginal guides includes a traditional Aboriginal ceremony, dance, yidaki, 
yarning circles, meetings with the traditional custodians and all meals. 
Overnight accommodation is at the Island View Resort Narooma. Tours 
depart at set times, starting on Friday evenings and concluding on Sunday 
mornings. Exclusive group departures can be tailored on request.  

Tel: +61 408 272 121 
www.ngaranaboriginalculture.com  

Royal Botanic Garden Sydney - Aboriginal Heritage Tour, Sydney 
On the traditional land of the Cadigal people, the Royal Botanic Garden 
Sydney offers Aboriginal Heritage Tours led by passionate Aboriginal guides. 
The 90-minute walking tour highlights the significance of the site to 
Aboriginal people, as well as the rich heritage and culture of Aboriginal 
people of the Sydney region. Visitors will also learn about traditional 
Aboriginal uses for the Garden's variety of native trees and plants including 
medicine, tools and food (bush tucker). The tour runs every Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday at 10.00am or for groups other days on demand. 
Bookings are essential. Visitors can also follow interpretative signage along 
the ‘Cadi Jam Ora: First Encounters Garden’ display to learn about 
European and Aboriginal environmental perspectives and practices at the 
time of colonisation.  

Tel: +61 2 9231 8111 
www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au  

Walks, Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park, 
Northern Beaches 

Outback NSW, Year of the Outback 

Ngaran Ngaran Culture Awareness 
Pip Dossetor, Image courtesy of Ngaran Ngaran 
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Aboriginal Heritage Tour 
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Sand Dune Adventures, Williamtown, Port Stephens 
Sand Dune Adventures offers quad bike riding on the magnificent Worimi 
Sand Dunes on Stockton Beach with Aboriginal guides. Take in the wonders 
of the highest coastal sand dunes in the southern hemisphere, the glorious 
views of the sweeping coastline and learn about the Aboriginal history of the 
land. Learn about Indigenous culture, bush tucker, dig for fresh water and 
visit one of the many Aboriginal midden sites on the beach, riding a 400cc 
quad bike from site to site. 

One guide per five people is provided so most groups have two guides. Ride 
over the maintained tracks through coastal grassland and bush to the dunes. 
All tours are tailored to meet the vistors’ needs and experience levels. 

As well as regular short tours, Sand Dune Adventures can cater for special 
interest groups, the education market and can tailor programs to individual 
group interests. Located just north of Newcastle, Sand Dune Adventures is 
an easy 2.5-hour drive from Sydney. 

Tel: +61 2 4033 8808 
www.sandduneadventures.com.au  

Sydney Outback, Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park, Sydney 
Sydney Outback offers immersive, nature-based, Aboriginal and coastal 
tours to Sydney’s Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park and Northern Beaches, 
just a 45-minute drive from the centre of Sydney. The Wilderness and 
Aboriginal Explorer is a full-day guided tour by bus, boat and foot through 
Australia’s second oldest national park wilderness, Ku-ring-gai Chase 
National Park. The tour includes a visit to West Head Lookout, a scenic 
discovery cruise, indigenous interpretation at several ancient Aboriginal art 
sites (some only accessible by water), and a gourmet bush tucker lunch. 

Tel: +61 2 9099 4249 
www.sydneyoutback.com.au  

Taronga Zoo - Nura Diya Aboriginal Discovery Tour, Sydney   
Taronga Zoo’s ‘Nura Diya Aboriginal Discovery Tour’ reveals the strong link 
between Aboriginal people, their culture and wildlife as visitors are led 
through the zoo accompanied by an Aboriginal guide. Hear stories of ‘the 
Dreaming’, describing the creation of animals and the landscape and be 
introduced to traditional uses of plants for food and medicine. Visitors can 
interact with Australian wildlife, including koalas, kangaroos and Australian 
birds. The two-hour small-group tour operates Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at 9:45am with a maximum of eight people and includes morning tea, 
all-day admission to Taronga Zoo and use of the Sky Safari cable car. 

Tel: +61 2 9978 4782 
www.taronga.org.au/NuraDiya  

Tribal Warrior - Aboriginal Cultural Cruise, Sydney Harbour 
Visitors who set sail from Circular Quay with Tribal Warrior will hear the 
stories of the Eora, Cadigal, Guringai, Wangal, Gammeraigal and 
Wallumedegal people, the original inhabitants of Sydney’s harbour 
foreshore. Stop at a Sydney harbour island for an authentic Aboriginal 
cultural performance and discover the Aboriginal names and meanings of 
significant Sydney landmarks; learn traditional fishing methods and food 
gathering techniques in the relaxed and friendly company of an Aboriginal 
host and crew. Tribal Warrior is a not-for-profit community organisation 
initiated and directed by Aboriginal people and their elders. 

Tel: + 61 2 9699 3491 
www.tribalwarrior.org  

Quad bike riding on Stockton Beach 
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Sydney Outback  
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Nura Diya Aboriginal Discovery Tour 
  

Tribal Warrior experience on Clark Island 
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Tri State Safaris - Mutawintji Eco Tour, Broken Hill, Outback NSW 
Mutawintji Eco Tours is operated by Tri State Safaris, which has 20 years’ 
touring experience in Broken Hill. Mutawintji National Park is the first national 
park in NSW to be returned to its traditional owners. The tour is designed for 
those wanting to learn about Aboriginal culture and features spectacular 
examples of rock art. All of Mutawintji Eco Tours’ guides, both indigenous 
and non-indigenous, have been accredited by traditional owners to conduct 
tours in this restricted site. Tours operate daily on demand. 

Tel: +61 8 8088 2389  
www.mutawintjiecotours.com.au 

Performance groups 

Descendance Reserve, Sydney 
With more than 50 dancers from diverse tribes across Australia, 
Descendance uses dance and music to showcase traditional and 
contemporary indigenous culture. Visitors are encouraged to meet with the 
Aboriginal dancers after the performance. Available for group performances 
only.  

Tel: +61 2 9699 7071  
www.descendance.com.au 

Doonooch Dance Company, Sydney 
This traditional Aboriginal dance company has performed in more than 24 
countries around the world, including at the opening of the Sydney 2000 
Olympic Games. The performances present traditional Aboriginal stories in a 
contemporary style, featuring songs in the Monero people’s language. The 
performance length and troupe size can be tailored to individual needs.  

Tel: +61 2 4422 9252 
www.doonooch.com  

Indigiearth, Mudgee, Central NSW  
Visitors can experience traditional NSW Aboriginal culture the ‘Ngemba Way’ 
with Indigiearth who entertain using the traditional rituals of Aboriginal 
culture. Performers have years of experience at a national level and a 
genuine passion and pride for their indigenous culture and heritage which is 
alive and strong in NSW. 

Tel: +61 438 364 829  
www.indigiearth.com.au 

Museums, galleries and cultural centres 
Some of Sydney’s major museums and art galleries have exhibitions that 
showcase the cultural and social histories of Australian Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities, the traditional owners of the land. 

Art Gallery of NSW Sydney  , 
The Yiribana Gallery has beautiful art by acclaimed artists from the 
Australian indigenous community. It also includes the Yiribana Project 
Space, home to a range of changing exhibitions. Yiribana means ‘this way’ 
in the language of the Eora people and acknowledges the location of the 
gallery on Cadigal land. 

Tel: +61 2 9225 1700 
www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/venues/yiribana 

Mutawintji National Park, Outback 

Indigenous performance 
  

Art After Hours at The Art Gallery of NSW  
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Australian Museum, Sydney 
The Australian Museum’s Indigenous Australians exhibition traces Aboriginal 
culture from its recorded history dating back 40,000 years and examines the 
themes and issues in the lives of Indigenous Australians today. Personalised 
tours of this gallery and other exhibitions at the Australian Museum are 
available on request. Indigenous tour and performance packages are also 
available for groups. 

Tel: +61 2 9320 6277 
www.australianmuseum.net.au  

Australian National Maritime Museum, Darling Harbour 
The Australian National Maritime Museum’s permanent exhibition, ‘EORA 
First People’ features bark paintings, sculptures and artefacts from 
Australia’s Aboriginal coastal and river communities, and represents their 
strong connection with the sea. Represented by Australian Attractions. 

Tel: +61 2 8251 0078 (Australian Attractions) 
www.anmm.gov.au 

Museum of Sydney, Circular Quay    
The ‘Edge of the Trees’ sculpture in the museum forecourt marks the site of 
first contact between the British colonisers and the Gadigal people of 
Sydney. Inside, the museum takes visitors on a journey through Sydney from 
how it was in 1788 to contemporary times. Using exhibits, films and state-of-
the-art technology, the museum tells the story of Aboriginal culture in 
Sydney. 

Tel: +61 2 9251 5988  
www.sydneylivingmuseums.com.au/museum-of-sydney 

Waradah Aboriginal Centre, Katoomba, Blue Mountains 
Waradah Aboriginal Centre is a contemporary art gallery and performance 
space in Katoomba, open daily from 9am to 5pm. Visitors can experience 
and take part in interactive traditional dance and didgeridoo performances 
held throughout the day, see authentic original artworks and take home 
genuine souvenirs. They can learn about Australia’s living Aboriginal culture 
through informal cultural discussions and lectures provided by Aboriginal 
performers and staff. Waradah has a giant caption screen that translates the 
show into nine languages - English, Chinese, Spanish, Japanese, French, 
German, Korean, Italian and Russian. Represented by Australian 
Attractions. 

Tel: +61 2 8251 0078 (Australian Attractions) 
www.waradahaboriginalcentre.com.au 

Accommodation  

Pretty Beach House, Pretty Beach, Central Coast  
Pretty Beach House offer a ‘Welcome to Country’ smoking ceremony for 
every new arrival. It is hosted by a local Darkinjung elder, who performs a 
traditional smoking ceremony and performs ancient song whilst playing the 
didgeridoo. If weather permits this is held on a large rock just at the doorstep 
of Pretty Beach House. This significant rock has Aboriginal art dating back 
almost 10,000 years. The ceremony is a spiritual welcoming to a very special 
place within the Bouddi National Park of NSW. This experience is included in 
the overnight rate and is not available to outside guests.  

Tel: +61 2 4360 1933 
www.prettybeachhouse.com 

Australian Museum, Garrigarrang Sea Country 
Exhibition 
Image courtesy of Australian Museum 

Australian National Maritime Museum 

Waradah Aboriginal Centre 
  

Welcome to Country 
Image courtesy of Pretty Beach House  
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