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THE ULTIMATE NORTH 
COAST OYSTER TRAIL
The Pacific Highway winds its way along the north coast from 
Sydney to the busy fishing harbour of Port Macquarie. The sheer 
beauty of the landscape, perfect waves and long sandy beaches 
plus the verdant, tropical hinterland, feeds the soul. On a more 
earthly note, gastronomic experiences abound: visit working 
farms, dine at restaurants or cafés and drink in the view. And 
best of all, taste sweet plump oysters, fresh from the sea, a river 
or lake. You can even celebrate the journey at Port Macquarie’s 
famous Big Oyster; perch yourself on the floating pontoon where 
juicy Hastings River oysters, prawns and more are on the menu.

DAY 1: SYDNEY TO PORT MACQUARIE 

Morning
Heading north from Sydney, you’ll find oyster experiences 
wherever you go. 

On the Hawkesbury River the oyster industry dates back to the 1870s; 
you can enjoy tastings on weekends at Broken Bay Oysters at Mooney 
Mooney. Further north, the Central Coast celebrates its fabulous 
oysters each November during the Brisbane Water Oyster Festival, 
showcasing a variety of oysters from local oyster farmers.

Further along the coast at pretty Soldiers Point near Port 
Stephens, stock up on more oysters from the Holbert family’s 
waterside shop; a vast array of freshly shucked oysters and other 
local seafood is perfect for a picnic.

Next stop is Newcastle, a thriving coastal hub perched between a 
busy harbour and beautiful beaches. Enjoy a surf at one of the six 
beaches within easy reach of the city or swim some laps in one of 
the city’s heritage ocean baths. Another good way to stretch your 
legs is along the Bather’s Way, a scenic 5-km walk that takes you 
from the lighthouse at Nobbys Headland to Merewether Baths, 
following the coastline. 

Lunch
For lunch head to Honeysuckle Wharf and The Boardwalk for 
a waterside lunch or drink, or wander along Beaumont Street, 
Hamilton, where you’ll find a lively pub scene and sidewalk cafés. 
Fishermen’s Wharf Seafoods at the Co-op and the Newcastle City 
Farmers Markets (Sundays) are where you can stock up on fresh, 
local produce. And don’t forget... the Hunter Valley vineyards are 
just an hour’s drive from Newcastle.

Make your next stop the beautiful Myall Lakes area. Go surfing, 
fishing, swimming or kayaking in the calm waters of this beautiful 
national park. Clear waters here also promise perfect conditions 
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for oyster growing – one of the best spots to taste the produce is 
at Barclays Oyster Farm in Forster, the State’s largest supplier of 
Sydney rock oysters. 

Further north is Stones Oysters Seafood, just north of Taree, 
where you can stock up on fresh local oysters, prawns, lobsters, 
crab and fish for dinner. 

Arrive at Port Macquarie for a well-deserved rest in stylish 
accommodation by the beach or the river.

DAY 2: PORT MACQUARIE AND SURROUNDS

Port Macquarie is a vibrant coastal town, known for its idyllic 
climate, local wine and oysters and stunning natural attractions. 
After breakfast, explore the harbour, the lovely Hastings River and 
beaches, keeping your eye out for dolphins and migratory whales.

Food and wine story
Rich volcanic soil, a subtropical climate, and constantly evolving 
food-production traditions have made it a centre of excellence for 
dairying, oyster farming, plantation crops - such as macadamia 
nuts and avocados - and most recently, organic horticulture. 
Today, you’ll be able to enjoy a good taste of the region.

The Hastings River vineyards are located around Port Macquarie 
and Wauchope. It is one of NSW’s smallest wine regions, 
extending for 50 kilometres along the coast and hinterland with 
around 150 hectares under cultivation. The region’s best wine 
grapes are chambourcin, chardonnay, verdelho, semillon and 
merlot. Winemaker John Cassegrain, who led the renaissance 
of viticulture in the region, was the first to produce the grape 
commercially in Australia. Local wineries include Cassegrain, 
Bago Vineyards, Innes Lake Vineyards, Long Point Vineyard & Art 
Gallery, Sherwood Estate, Rose’s Vineyard at Innes View, Douglas 
Vale and Dangars Creek Vineyard.

Morning
Start the day’s oyster trail with a visit to Laurieton where you can eat 
freshly-shucked oysters by the pretty river.  Head inland to the beautiful 
countryside around Lorne to visit Lorne Valley Macadamia Farm. 

Continue along Comboyne Road, stopping at Bago Vineyards,  
where you can relax with a glass of wine and a cheese plate or 
take on the challenge of the 2000-metre hedge maze, and the 
timber town of Wauchope, host to a farmers’ market on the fourth 
Saturday of the month at the Wauchope Showground, 8am – noon.

Lunch
For first-hand experience of a farmer’s life, join Andrew Hearne in 
the Hastings hinterland for Sundays at Near River Produce, where 
you’re invited to feed the chooks and pigs, plant seeds, harvest 
veggies and sit down to lunch.

Return to Port Macquarie and make the boutique winery 
Cassegrain Wine’s cellar door and Caseus Cheese Shop your 
first stop for vital supplies. If you’re visiting Port Macquarie in 
November, you’ll discover Oysters in the Vines at Cassegrain, a 
celebration of the fine marriage of local oysters and wine with a 
showcase of more than 10,000 freshly shucked oysters, dressed 
with exotic dressing or undressed for consumption au naturel.

Another interesting winery to visit is Douglas Vale Historic 
Homestead & Vineyard, Australia’s only community winery. 
The vineyard was planted in 1859 by vigneron George Francis 
and today you can still enjoy the rare Portobella fortified wine 
made from the Isabella grape, one of only a handful of vineyards 
producing wine with this rare heritage variety.

Dinner
Take in the view of popular Town Beach from the colourful stripy 
banquette at The Stunned Mullet, Port’s finest restaurant with a 
wine list to match.

BAGO VINEYARDS.
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