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ABORIGINAL CULTURAL
TOURISM IN NSW
The State of New South Wales is home to Australia’s largest
Aboriginal population, represented by more than 80 different
Tribal Groups each with a unique story to tell. With such
cultural diversity on offer, New South Wales offers visitors
access to some of the most vibrant Aboriginal cultural tourism
experiences in Australia.
The Aboriginal tourism sector continued to boom during
2017, driven by ongoing industry engagement, investment
in cultural events, and delivery by Destination NSW of the
recommendations in the NSW Aboriginal Tourism Action Plan.
Aboriginal events and experiences are increasingly attracting
visitors to NSW from interstate and overseas. In the year
ending December 2017, NSW received 480,900 international
and domestic overnight visitors who participated in Aboriginal
cultural tourism activities in the State. These visitors
contributed nearly $1.5 billion in visitor expenditure to NSW.
The NSW Aboriginal Tourism Toolkit produced by Destination
NSW in partnership with NSW Aboriginal tour operators
features more than 50 Aboriginal tourism products and
experiences. The toolkit is a valuable resource for the tourism
industry to connect visitors with the wide range of authentic
Aboriginal tourism operators.

CULTURAL INSIGHTS
Sydney offers many opportunities to see contemporary and
traditional Aboriginal art and artefacts. At the Art Gallery of NSW,
the Yiribana Gallery is one of the largest spaces in Australia
dedicated exclusively to Indigenous art and sculpture. Rover
Thomas, Emily Kame Kngwarreye, Long Tom Tjapanangka and
Ginger Riley Munduwalawala are among the leading artists
represented in the permanent exhibition.
With words, images and artefacts, the Australian Museum
explores the rich history and diversity of Aboriginal Australia,
tracing some of the changes that have occurred and the impact of
European society.
Dance is a powerful traditional medium of artistic expression
for many Aboriginal people and the Bangarra Dance Theatre,
based in Sydney, is Australia’s most exciting Aboriginal dance
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company. Backed by an all-Aboriginal cast of writers, directors
and performers, Stephen Page, Bangarra’s choreographer and
artistic director, digs deep into his culture to orchestrate powerful
performances that explore contemporary Aboriginal social
themes. This year, Stephen will choreograph a new work, Dark
Emu, inspired by the Bruce Pascoe’s award-winning book. It
premieres on 14 June at the Sydney Opera House and runs until
14 July. Projections of Eora – Dark Emu will also be seen on the
Southern Pylon of Sydney Harbour Bridge, as part of Vivid
Sydney Festival.

On the Central Coast, Nyanga Walang Aboriginal Tourism offers
an Ocean Tour at Patonga Beach, and a Bus Tour that explores
beautiful Brisbane Water National Park and the Bulgandry Rock
Engraving Site.

Aboriginal Heritage Tours are held in Sydney’s spectacular Royal
Botanic Gardens. Led by an Aboriginal guide, the tour introduces
visitors to some of the bush foods that were part of the diet for the
Gadigal people, the original inhabitants of this area.
The Rocks is where the history of European Australia began in
1788. The inner city area has a very different significance for
Aboriginal Australians, as relayed during The Rocks Dreaming
Aboriginal Heritage Tour by Dreamtime Southern X. Led by an
Aboriginal guide, the 90-minute walking tour offers an intimate,
revealing portrait of the area’s original inhabitants, the Gadigal
people, their heritage and their deeply spiritual connection with
the natural world of Sydney Harbour and its surrounds.
The native Australian animals on display in Taronga Zoo have
special significance for the Cammeraygal, the original inhabitants
of this site. Nura Diya, meaning “this country or camp”, takes
visitors on a fascinating journey through the zoo in the company
of an Aboriginal guide to explore the links between Aboriginal
people, their culture and the wildlife of Australia.
EcoTreasures is a nature-based tour specialist that operates
tours with Aboriginal guides. The Northern Beaches Cultural
Heritage Tour is a walking tour that takes in rock art and
engraving sites in Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park. Visitors also
learn about traditional native bush medicines and bush tucker,
track native animals and find out about some of Australia’s
dangerous snakes and spiders on the one-day tour, with plenty
of stimulation for the mind as well as the body. Their half-day
Aboriginal Heritage Harbour Walk takes in cultural sites, including
middens and rock engravings, artwork and an Aboriginal view of
the local ecosystem and native wildlife.

GUIDING LIGHTS IN REGIONAL NSW
The multi-award-winning Aboriginal Blue Mountains Walkabout
offers the chance to view the world through the eyes of the
traditional owners and to imagine what life was like for the local
Darug language group before 1770. Visit sacred sites and learn
about traditional bush medicines.

Booderee Botanic Gardens is Australia’s only Aboriginal-owned
botanic gardens, covering 80ha of Booderee National Park at
Jervis Bay on the NSW South Coast. Learn about bush tucker
(food), medicinal uses for plants and the long association the
Koori people have had with the area.
Yindyamarra Sculpture Walk is the newest section of the Wagirra
Trail near Albury on the northern banks of the Murray River in
the state’s south. Sculptures by Aboriginal artists can be found all
along the 5km trail.
In Nelson Bay, Aboriginal-owned and operated Sand Dune
Adventures gives visitors an insight into Aboriginal culture and
heritage during an exhilarating 400cc quad bike tour of the largest
sand dunes in Port Stephens.
Tri State Safaris/Mutawintji Eco Tours of Broken Hill take small
group tours to the sandstone peaks of Mutawintji National Park. A
centrepiece of the park is the Bynguano Range, where waterholes
have created a virtual oasis for the local Aboriginal people, who
left many examples of their art inscribed on the rock walls.
The finest examples of this rock art are found in the Mutawintji
Historic Site, a restricted area that can be visited only on a guided
tour. Mutawintji was the first national park in NSW to be returned
to Aboriginal custodianship, bringing further significance to this
Aboriginal-guided tour.
For tens of thousands of years, many parts of the Bega Valley
and Bermagui region have held sacred significance for the Yuin
Aboriginal community, as the traditional owners of Yuin Country,
yet the stories are not widely known. Ngaran Ngaran Culture
Awareness is an Aboriginal-owned and operated initiative that
welcomes visitors to join a walk and to listen to a sacred dreaming
of Djirringanj country on a two-day and two night Djirriganj
Dreaming Tour.
Clark Webb has started Wajaana Yaam Gumbaynggirr Adventure
Tours, a new social enterprise on the Coffs Coast to share the
stories and language of the Gumbaynggirr people, while also
having fun stand-up paddling boarding and kayaking.
Bundyi Cultural Tours in Wagga Wagga is run by Wiradjuri man
Mark Saddler who shares aspects of his culture, including the
language, significant places and stories. On a half- or full-day
tour you’ll learn about bush tucker and how important cultural
tools were made; a more immersive experience is offered on an
overnight tour.
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Experience the Wiradjuri and Kamilario/Gamilaraay country near
Dubbo with traditional land owner Peter Peckham from First
Lesson Cultural Tours. Hear the stories of this land and its people
from a real bushman as you visit a scarred canoe tree, an axe
grinding site, and discover bush tucker and medicine plants. Peter
also offers overnight camping tours for a real taste of
Outback NSW.
Unkya Cultural Eco Tours offers authentic tours at Scotts Head
and Gaagal Wanggan National Park near Nambucca Heads. Hear
the creation story of the ocean and learn about traditional fish
traps and hunting on the Gurruuja Juun (whale tail) Tour which
visits Little Beach and Scotts Head headland.

NEW WAYS TO CONNECT
Tim Ella, of the Dharawal-Yuin people, and mate Grant Hyde have
recently started Kadoo Tours at Watsons Bay and La Perouse in
Sydney. The immersive two-hour tours begin with a traditional
ochre ceremony and Welcome to Country, and provide visitors with
the chance to try bush tucker and learn about the traditional uses
of plants and animals for food, medicine and ceremony.
Feast on a lunch of barbequed kangaroo and emu in the heart
of Ku-Ring-Gai Chase National Park in Sydney with Guringai
Aboriginal Tours. Guringai descendant Laurie Bimson and Yuin
descendant Les Mcleod run a four-hour tour taking in sacred
sites including rock engravings while sharing stories passed down
through the generations.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
sydney.com, visitnsw.com
SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter:
		
Facebook:
		
Instagram:
		

@Sydney_sider, @NewSouthWales,
@Sydneyfun
@seesydney #ilovesydney, @visitnsw, 		
#ilovensw #NewSouthWales
@Sydney, @Visitnsw #ilovesydney #ilovensw
#NewSouthWales

IMAGES
To view and order images from the Destination NSW
image library, go to: images.destinationnsw.com.au
Create an account in order to view and order
images required.
Note: Some images require mandatory credits.

