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CRUISE INTO
SYDNEY &
NEW SOUTH WALES
The cruise capital of Australia, Sydney is also the gateway to
cruising in New South Wales (NSW), with sister ports of Newcastle
to the north, and Port Kembla and Eden to the south. Together the
four ports provide visitors with an array of different experiences;
individually they are stand-alone destinations.
As one of the world’s great harbour cities and a ‘marquee’
port, Sydney is Australia’s premier cruise ship destination and
an essential stop for any cruise to Australia. Visitors cruising
into Sydney enjoy a view of Sydney Harbour’s icons, the Sydney
Harbour Bridge and Sydney Opera House, from outside the
cabin door and, once on shore, easy access to the city’s major
attractions including beaches, national parks, zoos and
aquariums, restaurants and bars, theatres and shopping.
Sydney is the only Australian city to have two dedicated cruise
terminals and four cruise berths. The Overseas Passenger
Terminal at Circular Quay, recently upgraded by Port Authority
of New South Wales, and nearby White Bay Cruise Terminal
are both a short distance from Sydney’s major tourist
attractions and shopping centres, and within 30 minutes’
drive from Sydney Airport.
Located on the NSW North Coast, Newcastle is the State’s second
largest city and a vibrant port with many exciting and diverse
experiences for visitors. Ranked as one of the top 10 cities in the
world by Lonely Planet’s Best in Travel List, Newcastle offers
beautiful beaches, intriguing history, great dining and activities
such as canoe tours, guided walks and dolphin-watching
cruises. It is also the gateway to the Hunter Valley, Australia’s
oldest wine region and one of the most popular.
Port Kembla, just 8km south of the city of Wollongong, lies
at the foot of the 30 million-year-old Illawarra escarpment.
This region has an abundance of natural beauty and a string
of golden beaches stretching along the coast that offer plenty
of opportunities to swim, surf, picnic or play. To best experience
it, visit one of the stunning scenic lookouts, sky dive onto the
beach or take a tandem hang-glide from Stanwell Tops before
enjoying a craft beer and alfresco lunch.
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CRUISE, NELSON BAY

FRESH SEAFOOD EDEN

Beautiful Eden on the NSW South Coast is equally appealing.
Home to the third-deepest natural harbour in the world, this
relaxed coastal town is surrounded by national parks, sandy
beaches and pristine waterways and is renowned for its oysters
and other seafood. Popular activities include whale watching
and deep-sea fishing, kayaking, surfing and exploring the
stunning hinterland countryside.

voyages. This traffic has cemented Sydney’s position as the
premier and unrivalled cruise destination in Australia and the
South Pacific.
Construction is underway on a new cruise terminal at the Port
of Newcastle. The 3,000 square metre terminal, set to open in late
2018, will enable the Port to receive more and larger cruise ships
and will cement the city of Newcastle as an international cruise
destination. The terminal will include facilities for passenger
drop-off and pick-up, coach parking and vessel provisioning which
will transform the cruise passenger experience in Newcastle.
Also under construction, a new wharf at the Port of Eden is
due for completion in early 2019, ready for the 2019-20 cruise
season. The wharf extension will allow ships up to 325m in length
to berth alongside the quay line. This will make Eden an even
more attractive cruise destination and is expected to provide a
significant boost to the local economy.

THE VITAL STATISTICS
Destination NSW works with cruise lines, ground handlers and the
tourism industry to continue to capture the most significant share
of the economic benefits delivered by the growing cruise sector.
NSW leads the Australian cruise boom. As well as being the
home port for 13 major cruise vessels, the State is also home to
the most significant cruise destination in Australia, Sydney. The
Australian Cruise Association reported that, in 2016-17, NSW
hosted 29% of all cruise ship visits to Australia and accounted for
nearly 44% of passenger days at port in Australia. NSW remains
the State with the largest economic impact, with almost threefifths of the national cruise industry output (57%).
NSW, particularly Sydney, continues to grow as a major
international cruise destination. In 2016-17, the State received 381
cruise ship visits compared with 325 in 2015-16, an increase of
10%. The total passenger days from cruise ships visiting NSW
in 2016-17 was 1.3 million.
In 2016-17, Regional NSW ports welcomed 23 cruise ship visits,
up from 17 in 2015-16. Eden hosted 14 ships, with Newcastle
hosting five, and Port Kembla hosting its first four visits.
The Australian Cruise Association reported that the economic
impact resulting from the cruise shipping industry in NSW was
approximately $3.1 billion in 2016-17. Greater Sydney received
around $3.0 billion; the Newcastle-Lake Macquarie region (Port
of Newcastle) received approximately $4.2 million; the Capital
Region (Eden) received $4.5 million, and the Illawarra region
(Port Kembla) received approximately $5.6 million.
CRUISING INTO NSW
The Port Authority of NSW reported that the 2017-18 cruise
season will see 350 ships visit Sydney, including eight maiden
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