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HOTEL NEWS IN
SYDNEY AND NSW
Already home to some of Australia’s best hotels, NSW is in the
midst of a hotel boom with new property developments in the
pipeline and iconic properties undergoing extensive renovations
adding to the countless world class options available in the
Harbour City and across the State.

CENTRE OF THE ACTION
In the city centre close to hotspot Barangaroo, The West Hotel has
officially opened. The unique venue is part of the Curio Collection
by Hilton, featuring 182 botanical-themed guest rooms, a soothing
open-air garden atrium and an emerald terrazzo marble bar.
The former Rockford Darling Harbour has undergone a complete
renovation and reopened as Novotel Sydney Darling Square. The
hotel’s 230 rooms all have a fresh colour scheme and lighting
inspired by the nearby Chinese Garden of Friendship.
In The Rocks, the Four Seasons Hotel Sydney is taking advantage
of its spectacular view by opening Lounge 32, a private and
luxurious executive club, exclusively reserved for guests staying
in a Club room or Club suite on the upper floors of the hotel.
Meanwhile, the conveniently-located Tank Stream Hotel in
Sydney’s CBD is attracting guests with an ‘all-inclusive’ rate
concept featuring complimentary breakfast, welcome mini bar
and event package deals.
On Macquarie Street, the $200 million-plus upgrade of the
InterContinental Sydney is underway, with a complete overhaul
of the hotel’s 509 guest rooms, public spaces, restaurants and
function rooms. As part of the plan, a new grand ballroom on level
10 will extend out from the hotel tower, giving fabulous views of
the harbour and beyond.
Skye Hotel Suites is set to open on Clarence Street in mid-2018,
boasting a spectacular rooftop horizon lounge, over-sized guest
rooms and a luxurious penthouse. At Circular Quay, a new 179room hotel and two-tower residential complex worth $1.2 billion
is being developed by the Wanda Group and is due for completion
in 2021. Just up from Circular Quay, the new Wanda Vista Hotel
will be developed on prime harbourside land at 1 Alfred Street,
Sydney where the Gold Fields House stands.
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Two historic sandstone buildings on Bridge Street will be
converted into one of the finest luxury hotels in the world, The
Sandstones. After an estimated $300 million makeover by the
Pontiac Land Group, the 240-room hotel will open its doors in one
of Sydney’s prime tourism and financial hubs in 2021.

been awarded the first Sydney hotel to gain a prestigious Forbes
Five-Star rating, the most coveted award in the global luxury
travel sector.

An iconic new addition to the Sydney skyline will be unveiled
when an estimated $426 million hotel at 201 Elizabeth Street
overlooking Hyde Park is developed. Dexus Property Group and
Stan Perron will be holding an international design competition
for the yet unbranded hotel.

HARBOURSIDE LUXURY
One of Sydney’s most anticipated luxury hotels, the Sofitel Sydney
Darling Harbour opened in late 2017 with 590 rooms, including
35 suites. Sitting alongside the International Convention Centre,
the Sofitel Sydney Darling Harbour offers guests breathtaking
views of the harbour and city skyline. The 35-storey hotel features
a fine-dining restaurant, Atelier by Sofitel, along with a handful of
luxe bars including the lobby bar Esprit Noir, the Champagne Bar
and the Le Rivage Pool Bar with infinity pool.

When complete in 2021, the luxury Crown Sydney at Barangaroo
will be a world-class hotel featuring 350 rooms and suites, luxury
apartments, signature restaurants, bars, luxury retail outlets, pool
and spa facilities, conference rooms and VIP gaming facilities. The
hotel is the centrepiece of Barangaroo, a $6 billion development
on the CBD’s western harbour foreshore.

AIRPORT STAYS
There are some new players in the impressive Sydney Airport
accommodation precinct. New to the area is the retro-cool Felix
Hotel which offers a penthouse reception area, Sydney’s only
hotel rooftop cinema, self-check-in kiosks as well as hotel rooms
smartly themed in Economy, Premium Economy, Business and
First Class. Nearby, the new Mantra Hotel at Sydney Airport
will be the third on-airport hotel to open in Sydney, overlooking
the flight runways with the convenience of a 24/7 reception and
express check out.

Another new hotel in the ever-expanding Darling Harbour is the
160-room Crowne Plaza, located on the corner of Sussex and
Bathurst streets. Meanwhile, the Hyatt Regency Sydney, formerly
Four Points by Sheraton Sydney, has undergone a $160 million
redevelopment as part of the revitalisation of the Darling Harbour
precinct. With a sparkling new accommodation tower, the 892room hotel is the largest property in Sydney and offers new dining
experiences, a glamorous open-air rooftop bar, Zephyr, as well as
a flexible meeting and event space.

Other recent hotel developments include the luxury Pullman
Sydney Airport with 229 lavish rooms and suites, and the Adina
Apartment Hotel Sydney Airport, a full-service apartment hotel
located close to Mascot train station. Travelodge Sydney Airport
opened in late 2017 with 209 rooms, an 800-space car park and a
commercial space above the hotel.

The W Hotel Darling Harbour will join this stylish set when it
opens its 588-room, luxury hotel in 2019. The hotel will be part
of a new 25-storey development, which will encompass serviced
apartments, shops and entertainment, including a new cinema to
replace the former IMAX building. Known as The Ribbon, the $700
million redevelopment in the heart of Darling Harbour will create
a dramatic new gateway to the western side of the city’s CBD.

The newest boutique five-star in Western Sydney is an equinethemed luxury hotel at the heart of the new Inglis Riverside
Stables precinct in Western Sydney. The five-star William Inglis
Hotel at Warwick Farm has 144 guest rooms and 22 suites, each
named after a champion racehorse, plus an outdoor pool with
cabanas and bar, a spa and wellness centre and a choice
of eateries.

Also opening in 2019 will be Vibe Hotel Darling Harbour.
Comprising 145 guest rooms and suites at the upper end of
Sydney’s Chinatown, this lifestyle hotel will include a stunning
infinity rooftop pool.

After a $5 million upgrade, Mercure Penrith has reopened
offering extra-long beds, ambient lighting options, spacious desks
and laptop tables. The hotel, at the base of the Blue Mountains,
is next door to Penrith Panthers World of Entertainment. In
Cabramatta, former Ibis Styles Sydney Lansvale has been
rebranded as the 81-room Ramada Hotel and Suites
Sydney Cabramatta.

In neighbouring Pyrmont, plans are underway to add a standout
piece of sculpted architecture when the luxurious, 220-room
Ritz Carlton at The Star opens in 2021. The new $500 million
development is in addition to the $500 million works already
under way at The Star to refurbish rooms at the apartment style
Astral Tower and Residences. In addition to this major investment,
The Star’s existing standalone property, The Darling, has recently

THE BOOMING WEST

Meanwhile, Adina Apartment Hotel Macquarie Park, opening
in 2019, will offer 154 rooms. The hotel is located in the heart
of Sydney’s second biggest and fastest growing business and
commercial district, Macquarie Park at North Ryde.
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Accommodation options in Parramatta in Sydney’s west are
coming of age with a slew of new properties opening for business
travellers, students and holidaymakers. Known as Sydney’s
‘second capital city’, Parramatta is the commercial engine of the
western suburbs.
Parramatta’s first five-star hotel, SKYE Hotel Suites offers 75
luxurious serviced apartments, a 25-metre outdoor pool, a spa
and sauna, a gym and rooftop bar. Pan Pacific Hotels Group
has also completed a $25 million extension of PARKROYAL
Parramatta, the 286 room hotel now includes a club lounge,
500-seat theatre, a state-of-the-art gymnasium, al fresco bar and
event spaces.
Opening 2020, the new Four Points by Sheraton Parramatta
will features 271 rooms in a stunning 25-storey development
that’s just one block away from the Parramatta River wharf.
The $80 million-plus hotel is located close to the new $2 billion
Parramatta Square project, one of the largest urban renewal
projects in Australia that’s well underway.
Also due to open in 2020 is the QT Parramatta which will be
located on Philip Street in the heart of historic Parramatta.
The 54-storey building will include 14 levels of designer QT
Hotel accommodation and feature 257 rooms, including two QT
suites. Interesting features include a signature QT bar and grill
restaurant, also open to the public, a ballroom, and an alfresco
infinity pool on the 18th storey.

HOTEL NEWS FROM AROUND THE CITY
In Surry Hills, the very slick Paramount House Hotel has opened
in the former headquarters of the Paramount Picture Company on
Commonwealth Street. The building is also home to the Golden

Age Cinema, The Locals Market selling seasonal fruit and veg,
and The Paramount Coffee Project.
In Sydney’s Paddington neighbourhood the Mrs Banks Boutique
Hotel has opened in a beautifully restored heritage building
and offers five stylish room types. In nearby Centennial Park,
two lovingly-restored 19th-century cottages - Superintendents
Residence and Rangers Residence - cocoon you among the
historic fig trees and abundant birdlife of Sydney’s greatest park.
The boutique Spicers Potts Point has opened with 20 rooms
and suites with 15 housed within a beautiful 1880s-era Victorian
terrace house and five more in a funky new extension. Also in
Potts Point, Larmont Sydney by Lancemore is a new boutique
hotel offering city and harbour views.
On UNESCO world-heritage-listed Cockatoo Island the adults-only
Contained Hotel Suites have popped up in repurposed shipping
containers, offering two bespoke suites equipped with all the
amenities and mod-cons of a luxury hotel.
The Veriu Hotels group has a knack of opening affordable,
compact apartment hotels in up-and-coming locations sprinkled
around the edge of the city. The latest opening, Veriu Central has
opened with 110 rooms. Following a $15-million refurbishment
of the heritage-listed Wentworth House building, the property
offers onsite eateries including Basket Brothers café, fine dining
restaurant called Nel, Harry’s Dumpling House, Harry’s Singapore
Chilli Crab and The Drawing Room, an art deco style bar and
eatery, as well as complimentary bicycles for guests to explore
the area. Veriu has more plans for Sydney, including opening of
Veriu Green Square which will include 150 studio suites, which
are due to open in late 2018.
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Opening April 2018, Vibe Hotel North Sydney will be a new
187 room hotel with an exciting new eat-street, roof top pool
and bar offering sweeping views of the city skyline. Meanwhile,
Adina Apartment Hotel Sydney, opening in 2019 at 280 George
Street, will comprise 194 rooms including eight two-bedroom
apartments, 104 one-bedroom apartments and 82 studios.

In the Yass Valley, the 50-room Abode Hotel Murrumbateman
has opened, with a design nod to the grand pastoral homesteads
of rural Australia – made up of a series of linked pavilions and
featuring a guest lounge, communal kitchen and bicycles to
explore the local area. Nearby, The Nest at Gundaroo has also
opened and offers five spacious and unique luxury villas.

When it opens in August 2018, the new $150 million Four Points
by Sheraton Sydney, Central Park will join The Old Clare Hotel
in one of the city’s coolest new neighbourhoods, Chippendale.
The 297-room hotel will be located within the western tower of a
mixed-use development on the corner of Abercrombie Street and
Broadway.

On the South Coast, the first new resort in Batemans Bay in five
years is due to open in 2019. The $23-million Ramada Resort
Batemans Bay will be the first development on the South Coast
for the Wyndham Hotel Group and includes 84 guestrooms.

InterContinental Hotels Group will open a 305-room hotel near
Central Station on Pitt Street with a dramatic rooftop vertical
garden in 2020. The new Holiday Inn Sydney Central is part of a
$60 million development that will also involve retail spaces and a
private art gallery.

HOTEL NEWS AROUND NSW
Regional visitors also have plenty of choice when it comes to
accommodation, with a major refurbishment of heritage sites
to new beachfront pavilions and self-catering options across
the state.
Australia’s first inflatable hotel has arrived. Bubble Tent Australia
offers guests the chance to sleep in comfort under the stars, in
a clear inflatable bubble on a 1,000 acre working farm between
Lithgow and Mudgee. With outstanding views of the Capertee
Valley, the world’s second-largest canyon, there are three
extraordinary tents to choose from. The glamping trend continues
to grow in NSW, with Nashdale Lane Glamping in Orange offering
private glamping cabins among the vines and Sierra Escape in
Mudgee offering a luxury eco glamping experience 20 minutes out
of town.
Coastal luxury boutique hotel, Bannisters will expand across
NSW, with the opening of Bannisters Port Stephens in late 2018.
Occupying the beachfront site of the former Salamander Shores at
Soldiers Point, the 4.5-star hotel will feature 80 rooms, including
four luxury suites and a penthouse. The food offerings will
include a pub for casual dining and pizzas as well as a signature
restaurant by celebrated chef and TV presenter, Rick Stein.
Also in Port Stephens, the Anchorage Port Stephens reopened
in late 2017 after an extensive $6 million transformation. All
81 rooms were upgraded, along with the dining, leisure and
conference facilities which now include an all-weather terrace
with gas fireplace and waterside, sunset-facing, events platform.

On the Sapphire Coast, after an 18-month closure and renovation,
The Tathra Hotel has reopened with four heritage-style hotel
rooms; an antique shop and a boutique brewery. Further South,
the Telegraph Station at Green Cape Lightstation on the South
Coast has been renovated to offer bunkhouse accommodation
for walkers doing the 30km Light To Light walk. Also new is the
Soul of Gerringong which has a luxury beach house vibe, and The
Woods, a luxury farm stay just moments from Jervis Bay.
Just a five-minute walk from Thredbo village is The Eastern with
two newly renovated apartments in the Snowy Mountains, perfect
for couples or small families. High Noon View, which opened
in 2017, and Alpine Modern, which will open in mid-2018, offer
outstanding views and are minimalist apartments curated with the
modern traveller in mind.
In Outback NSW, Australia’s largest underground accommodation,
White Cliffs Underground Motel, has announced a major
makeover to expand the 32-room hotel in the outback town of
White Cliffs. The property will also see a few additions including a
family entertainment and games room, and a new outdoor lounge
bar equipped with a fire-heater and eco-misting for Winter and
Summer nights.
In Broken Hill, the $5 million Broken Hill Resort opened April
2018 with 60 caravan sites and 24 king-sized cabins. Overlooking
the Barrier Ranges and Sturt’s Desert Pea dotted plains, 13km
east of Broken Hill, the resort also features a restaurant, bar and
swimming pool.
North Coast Holiday Parks (NCHP) Seal Rocks has completed
a $6 million park redevelopment and upgrade including six new
cabins, a guest lounge and new kids playground. Nearby ForsterTuncurry’s BIG4 Great Lakes has built three new family-sized
safari tents, a barbeque area and 15-metre lap pool, while Ngurra
Lodges in South West Rocks have added luxury accommodation to
their holiday park.
Elements of Byron has extended the resort with 99 new villas and
an adults-only pool, while The Byron at Byron Resort & Spa has
transformed the restaurant, bar and central facilities into a must-
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do destination for 2018. Both The Bower and 28 Degrees offer ontrend luxury accommodation, while celeb haunt Rae’s on Wategos
has also undergone a refreshing refurbishment. Also on the
North Coast, the award-winning Halcyon House has opened a new
day spa offering a range of treatment rooms, fashion boutique,
dome-shaped steam bath and chic relaxation areas.

The Argyle Inn at Taralga has been lovingly restored to retain
its original features including eight luxury guest rooms and a
restaurant dedicated to local produce. In Wagga Wagga, The
Houston has opened in a refurbished heritage residence offering
luxury, bespoke self-contained accommodation with
stylish finishes.

Luxury accommodation and unique wedding venue, Kimo Estate
in Gundagai is adding two new Eco Huts to the property. The
owners will also open a second property in mid-2018, a high-end
boutique hotel in the heart of Gundagai, Flash Jacks.

On the Murray, the award-winning Tindarra at Moama has opened
eight new one-bedroom villas on the banks of the mighty
Murray River.

In the New England historic town of Tenterfield, the art deco
Old Council Chambers building has been lovingly restored into
a country retreat with two self-contained luxury suites. While in
the Southern Highlands at Bendooley Estate, a suite of luxury
cottages has been unveiled.
On a working cattle station outside Tamworth, Goonoo Goonoo
Station (gun-a-gun-oo) has undergone an extensive restoration
with the addition of a stunning new restaurant, The Glasshouse,
luxury self-contained accommodation, conference facilities,
intimate event spaces and picturesque wedding locations.
In Albury, the new Mantra Hotel will open May 2018 and will
offer contemporary accommodation in the heart of the CBD. The
recently rebranded Mercure Albury, previously the Hotel on Olive,
has had a refurbishment of rooms, lobby and restaurant.
Quest Newcastle West has opened with a mix of 78 studio-, one-,
two- and three-bedroom serviced apartments, all with kitchen
and laundry facilities. The hotel is located close to the Newcastle
CBD, Honeysuckle dining precinct and Newcastle beach and
foreshore. In Orange, the new Mercure Orange offers 77 rooms
and features nine functions rooms, an indoor swimming pool,
sauna and gymnasium.
The Devil’s Retreat is a new four-bedroom retreat located 11
kilometres from the incredible Devil’s Ark, a conservation facility
which is home to 150 healthy Tasmanian Devils in Barrington
Tops. Guests can stay overnight, take in the beautiful scenery
of Barrington Tops and enjoy a private tour of the Devil’s Ark
conservation facility.
Elm Cottage in Tumut has evolved with the opening of a new
cottage, the Yellow Box, which includes two bedrooms and two
bathrooms, a gourmet kitchen, spacious living and dining area
and a balcony overlooking the Goobarragandra River.

Goulburn welcomes the newly refurbished 4.5 star Mercure
Goulburn. The multi-million dollar refurbishment extends
across all 74 guestrooms and serviced apartments, and includes
complimentary WiFi throughout the hotel, parking, along with
Foxtel. While in Orange, the Templers Mill Hotel has rebranded as
Mercure Orange, with a renovation of its 77 guest rooms.
Port Macquarie welcomes Mantra the Observatory, which
overlooks the main Town Beach and boasts 85 spacious hotel
rooms, one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments with most
featuring ocean views and large private balconies. The former HW
Boutique Hotel in Port Macquarie has relaunched as ibis Styles
Port Macquarie. Perfectly positioned opposite Town Beach, the
44-room hotel is a great base for exploring Port Macquarie’s
fantastic beaches, the Hastings River and nearby Bago Bluff
National Park.
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