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WHAT’S NEW
IN SYDNEY &
NEW SOUTH WALES
SYDNEY DINING
A hot addition to the Sydney dining scene, Alibi at Ovolo
Woolloomooloo is Australia’s first hotel restaurant and cocktail
destination to offer a 100 per cent plant-based menu with food
designed by US chef and restaurateur Matthew Kenney.
At popular new harbourside precinct, The Streets of Barangaroo,
recent openings include the much-anticipated Barangaroo House;
Matt Moran’s three-storey harbourside food palace, made up of
Bea restaurant, Smoke rooftop bar and House Bar. Also new are
Japanese eatery Fujisaki, with famed chef Chui Lee Luk behind
the burners, Bing’s Bao and Beer, which serves Asian-style meats
in steamed buns, French restaurant Été, Ume Burger, and Solera,
a new small bar.
New dining hotspots include Chin Chin serving an Australian
take on Asian food in Surry Hills, hip Mexican at Fonda in Bondi,
and Seventeen in Walsh Bay with a menu combining the best of
Australian produce, from the land and the ocean. In Darlinghurst,
Johnny Fishbone serves up Spanish seafood tapas, and Gingko
Bar & Dining is the place for late night dumplings and cocktails.
Hilton Sydney has unveiled an impressive $1.5 million kitchen
refurbishment of Luke Mangan’s hatted restaurant glass
brasserie, creating an open kitchen and chef’s table with an
evocative and layered interior. Check out Solander Dining,
the 72-seat modern Australian restaurant - named after Daniel
Solander, Captain Cook’s botanist on-board his first Pacific
voyage, at the new West Hotel in the CBD.
Woollahra hotspot The Light Brigade Hotel has opened Subida,
a tapas and pintxos bar, while in Elizabeth Bay Culina Et Vinum
(which means kitchen and wine in Latin) focuses on food and wine
pairing. In Randwick, Maybe Frank serves pizza with awardwinning cocktails, while Bondi’s North American dive bar Stuffed
Beaver, has opened a sister venue in Crows Nest. The newest
eatery to join the Merivale suite of restaurants and bars, Hotel
Centennial in Woollahra features local produce served
in a Mediterranean-influenced menu.
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BARANGAROO HOUSE

In the city centre, the new Hyde Park Café is due to open later this
year, and the huge new development at Darling Square, which is
due to open in 2019 will include: BangBang izakaya, a Japanese
restaurant serving whiskey and beer, with a karaoke room,
Greek eatery Gyradiko, Belle’s Hot Chicken, The Sandwich Shop,
Matchaya, a Japanese tea and dessert bar, Chinese/Vietnamese
Ricefields, Toby’s Estate Coffee Roasters, 8Bit will serve burgers,
fries, hotdogs and shakes, sashimi from Fishbowl, and banh mi
favourite Marrickville Pork Roll.

In Parramatta, try the delicious combo of fried chicken and
Champagne at Butter, and at dining playground Alex & Co try the
butternut pumpkin risotto, blackened king trout, and three-hour
braised lamb shoulder, as well as oysters, pizzas and burgers.
And the new development, 8 Phillip Street, promises luxury
apartments as well as restaurants including Sake and Rockpool
Bar & Grill, due to open by 2020. In Penrith, the very cool Mr
Watkin’s switches from a café by day to a night time bar.

On the Northern Beaches there’s plenty to look out for: Bert’s
Brasserie and Bar (The Newport), The Collaroy (reopening soon),
Sotto Sopra, The Park House Food & Liquor, Manly Greenhouse
(opening in April), and a new casual waterside trattoria from the
Pilu at Freshwater team, opening in May.

Sydney bar openings aren’t slowing down anytime soon. The latest
include Alleyway on George Street, a tiny 26 square-metre bar,
selling 75 whiskies. Neil Perry is opening Bar Patrón, a tequila
bar, and the beautifully styled The Duke of Clarence on Clarence
Street is modelled on an 18th-century British pub and furnished
with original pieces from the era. For a taste of prohibition, check
out subterranean bar Door Knock on Pitt Street, with its pineapple
door knocker. At the world’s first rosé wine bar Rosé Royale in
Potts Point, drink from its specialist menu of rosé wines, or head
to nearby Dear St Eloise, for its 300-strong wine list.

Bondi favourite Panama House has gained water views since it
moved onto beachside Campbell Parade. Celebrity chef Luke
Mangan is opening Luke’s Kitchen in the former MOJO by Luke
Mangan space on Waterloo’s Danks Street. While on the Lower
North Shore, The Fernery in Mosman is a rooftop restaurant and
bar with sweeping Sydney Harbour views.
Moore Park’s Entertainment Quarter is emerging as a foodie
precinct to watch with Black Star Pastry, Urban Winery Sydney
and Fratelli Fresh now calling the quarter home. Haymarket’s
Market City has also reinvented itself as a foodie hub with eight
new Asian restaurants offering everything from Korean BBQ to
noodles and more.
In the inner west, at the Flour Mill of Summer Hill development,
The Farm Wholefoods is the first confirmed food store and eatery.
Check out contemporary retro diner Matinee in Marrickville; grab
a burger, fries and shakes at Burger Hood in Balmain, Koreanstyle fried chicken at Happy Ending Burger in Concord and Greek
classics at Opa Greek Mezze Bar in Rozelle. The obsession
with fried chicken and burgers continues with Johnny Bird on
the lower north shore, Wish Bone in Enmore and Huxtaburger
opening in Redfern in July.
At Sydney’s hip restored dining precinct Tramsheds, visit Redline
Taphouse & Kitchen for craft beer and American comfort food think jambalaya, New York style pizza, grits and apple pie.
For more American creature comforts head to Nighthawk Diner
in Chippendale for Philly cheesesteaks and boozy shakes.

SYDNEY BARS

Recapturing the convivial spirit of Sydney’s formative years,
The Doss House, a new whisky bar tucked into the sandstone
depths of The Rocks, is now open. The rich, eclectic history of
some of its former tenants including a bootmaker, boarding house
and opium dealer, are entwined within the interiors of each of the
five, cosy bar spaces, resulting in a venue steeped in character
and ambience.
At the new Bondi Beach Public Bar on Campbell Parade, you’ll
be transported back to 1970s’ Bondi. Beer lovers should head
for All Hands Brewing House at King Street Wharf, which serves
craft beer and comfort food, while for something special, the
Champagne bar at the new Sofitel Sydney Darling Harbour is
well worth a visit.
Chippendale’s The Landsdowne Hotel has been reborn, dishing
up $10 lunches, $20 dinners and live music with Australian wines
and beers. In Redfern, Bart Jr, serves up drinks with a menu that
changes every three weeks, and Misfits Redfern Bar & Dining has
an extensive drinks menu to accompany the food.
At Where’s Nick, in Marrickville, it’s all about natural wines, while
at Enmore’s Tiki bar Jacoby’s it’s all about tiki cocktails decorated
with swizzle sticks, shrunken heads, silly straws and tropical fruit.

SYDNEY TOURS AND EXPERIENCES
Visitors to Sydney can access Barangaroo and Manly directly with
a new daily fast ferry service operated by Captain Cook Cruises.
Also departing from Barangaroo is a new ferry service to the
Sydney Fish Market, taking passengers around Pyrmont and
under the Anzac Bridge on a 30-minute trip.
Sydney commuters and visitors can now use their credit card to
tap on for single trips when travelling on ferries and the light
rail. Thirsty commuters and tourists on Sydney ferries travelling
between Circular Quay and Manly can buy a local craft beer from
the 4 Pines Ferry Bar on board their afternoon or evening journey.
Sydney has welcomed a new coastal walking track near Maroubra,
the Western Escarpment walking track which traverses through
native heath and unspoiled bushland connecting South Maroubra
beach with Malabar.
The Sydney Opera House has launched Badu Gili, a visual
experience that sees the iconic building’s eastern Bennelong sail
illuminated with a striking seven-minute projection at sunset and
7.00pm every day. Depicting the ancient stories of the Gadigal
people, the traditional owners of the land where the Opera House
sits, Badu Gili –means ‘water light’ in the Gadigal language.
Barefoot Downunder offers day tours from Sydney with an
emphasis on hiking, the outdoors and adventures off-thebeaten-track. The Figure Eight Pools Coastal Adventure Tour
takes visitors to the Royal National Park, 45 minutes’ drive
south of Sydney.
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SYDNEY HOTELS
The most anticipated opening of the year has been the Sofitel
Sydney Darling Harbour with its stunning city skyline views,
rooftop pool, Champagne Bar and restaurant. In the city centre,
the West Hotel, Curio Collection by Hilton Sydney has a design
focal point with an open-air garden atrium. In Potts Point,
Larmont Sydney by Lancemore is a boutique hotel with city and
harbour views, and Spicers Potts Point is an urban retreat in a
heritage 1880s terrace, with the feel of a private club.
On UNESCO world-heritage-listed Cockatoo Island the adults-only
Contained Hotel Suites have popped up in repurposed shipping
containers, offering two bespoke suites equipped with all the
amenities and mod-cons of a luxury hotel.
The Felix Hotel near Sydney Airport has a retro-themed interior
complete with rooftop cinema and economy to first class “cabins”,
Paddington’s Mrs Banks Hotel, is located in a beautifully
restored Commonwealth Bank building on Oxford Street, and
slick Paramount House Hotel in the former headquarters of the
Paramount Picture Company in Surry Hills will include a brand
new restaurant from the Ester team, Poly.
A 170-year-old pub which has been sitting dormant for the last
30 years has been revitalised as The Terminus Pyrmont Hotel,
offering nine double rooms, cocktail lounge and restaurant.
Another renovated pub new to the Sydney accommodation scene
is Newtown’s Sydney Park Hotel, offering boutique pub style
accommodation.
In Western Sydney, Parramatta’s SKYE Hotel Suites combine
tech and luxury in 72 luxury hotel apartments, while the five-star
William Inglis Hotel in Warwick Farm has horses at the heart of
the design, located in the new Inglis Riverside Stables precinct.
In Cabramatta, former Ibis Styles Sydney Lansvale has been
rebranded as the 81-room Ramada Hotel and Suites
Sydney Cabramatta.

Dave’s Travel and Events run brewery tours and pub walks in
Sydney, Newcastle, Hunter Valley and Canberra. From May 2018,
three tours will be offered with Mandarin-speaking guides and
tailored to the needs of Chinese visitors.
Ultimately Sydney has launched a full-day Sydney’s Hottest
Precincts tour showcasing four of the city’s emerging
neighbourhoods. Travelling in style in a 14-seat Mercedes-Benz,
guests visit the foodie precincts of The Cannery in Rosebery,
The Streets of Barangaroo, Tramsheds and Kensington Street in
Chippendale.
REGIONAL NSW DINING
The Bombay Cricketers Club at Salt Village in Kingscliff serves
up modern Indian-fusion food with a focus on share plates and
accompanied by an interesting cocktail and drinks list. Also in the
Tweed, Husk Distillers, producers of the famous Ink Gin, are due
to open their long-awaited cellar door overlooking Mt Warning
later this year.
The Byron at Byron Resort & Spa has transformed its restaurant
after a six-week renovation; Matthew Kemp will lead the team as
Executive Chef. The owners of The Farm in Byron Bay are opening
a new venue in Ballina this year, The Beach House which set on
the beachfront at Black Head, will cater for up to 250 people as
an event space. In Byron Bay, Duk serves up Chinese barbecue
and Barrio is the new neighbourhood eatery and bar at industrial
estate Habitat.
In the Southern Highlands, Birch in Moss Vale offers a producedriven menu in an elegant refurbished post office. The nearby
Southern Highlands Brewing Co has a strong culinary emphasis
on beer cuisine, with two-hatted Chef Michael Morrison and Adam
Towers behind the burners.
Ross Hill Wines in Orange has added a cooking school to its cellar
door called Barrel & Larder, and Long Track Pantry in Jugiong
has almost completed its renovation and now offers a cooking
school, café and shop, with a gelato bar to open soon. Also in
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Jugiong, The Sir George has a new restaurant, boutique bar and
artisan bakery with accommodation.

In the Riverina town of Moama, the award-winning Tindarra
accommodation has opened eight new one-bedroom villas
on the banks of the mighty Murray River.

Nearby in Mudgee, the newly renovated Moothi Estate cellar door
overlooks the vines with breathtaking views across the region.
Along with a selection of award-winning wines, they offer a
delectable menu of tasting plates and small bites.
In Albury, MAMA’s new on-site restaurant, Canvas, is a great
addition to the dining scene, and Taralga’s Argyle Inn has
provedore and Chef Hugh Wennerbom behind the burners.
In Murrumbateman, the restaurant at Ollyville Shaw Vineyard
Estate has reopened, serving good, simple food.
On the Gosford waterfront at Point Frederick, the new Fish Dining
is all about modern seafood. Fish curry, fish fingers and fish pie
are on the menu, alongside caviar, squid, crab, snapper, oysters,
ocean trout, yellowfin tuna, prawns and scallops and daily
seafood specials.
On the South Coast, Long Time No Sea near Bermagui has former
NOMA chef William Wade serving up delicious food with paddock
and ocean views, and at The Quarters Huskisson, you can enjoy
coffee or a cocktail with brunch, wine with dinner, a beer in the
garden or a whiskey by the fire.

REGIONAL NSW ACCOMMODATION
Bubbletent Australia offers guests the chance to sleep in comfort,
while looking up at the stars through a clear inflatable bubble,
on a 1,000-acre working farm between Lithgow and Mudgee. The
glamping trend continues to grow in NSW, with Nashdale Lane
Glamping in Orange offering private glamping cabins among the
vines and Sierra Escape in Mudgee offering a luxury eco glamping
experience 20 minutes out of town.
Oberon’s Mayfield Garden, one of the world’s largest privately
owned cool climate gardens, are offering a pop-up luxury camping
packing this Autumn with Simple Pleasures Camping.
Byron Bay has been buzzing, with Elements of Byron extending
the resort with 99 new villas and an adults-only pool and The
Byron at Byron Resort & Spa has transformed the restaurant,
bar and central facilities into a key destination for 2018. Both
The Bower and 28 Degrees offer trendy luxury accommodation,
while celeb haunt Rae’s on Wategos has also undergone a
refreshing refurbishment. Also on the North Coast, the awardwinning Halcyon House has opened a new day spa offering a
range of treatment rooms, fashion boutique, dome-shaped steam
bath and chic relaxation areas.

Coastal luxury boutique hotel, Bannisters will expand across
NSW, with the opening of Bannisters Port Stephens in late 2018.
Occupying the beachfront site of the former Salamander Shores at
Soldiers Point, the 4.5-star hotel will feature 80 rooms, including
four luxury suites and a penthouse. The food offerings will
include a pub for casual dining and pizzas as well as a signature
restaurant by celebrated chef and TV presenter, Rick Stein.
In the New England historic town of Tenterfield, the art deco Old
Council Chambers building has been lovingly restored into a
country retreat with two self-contained luxury suites.
In Thredbo, High Noon View is a couple’s retreat designed with the
modern traveller in mind. At Bendooley Estate, in the Southern
Highlands, you can spend the night in a choice of luxury cottages.
The Nest at Gundaroo offers five spacious and beautifully
designed luxury villas, while Ngurra Lodges in South West Rocks,
have added luxury accommodation to a holiday park.
On a working cattle station outside Tamworth, Goonoo Goonoo
Station (gun-a-gun-oo) is one of New England’s most prized
and historic pastoral properties. After extensive restoration and
construction of stunning new restaurant The Glasshouse, Goonoo
Goonoo Station provides superb dining experiences, luxury
self-contained accommodation, exclusive conference facilities,
intimate event spaces, and picturesque wedding locations.
Overlooking the Barrier Ranges and Sturt’s Desert Pea-pocked
plains, the long-awaited Broken Hill Outback Resort will boast 60
caravan sites, 24 king-size cabins and a restaurant.
In the wine region of Murrumbateman is the new stylish and
architecturally designed Abode Murrumbateman. On the South
Coast, Soul of Gerringong has a luxury cool beach house vibe,
perfect for groups or families, while The Woods is a luxury farm
stay just moments from Jervis Bay.
On the NSW South Coast, the newly renovated Tathra Hotel has
four heritage rooms in the original 1888 building as well as motel
rooms. Also on the South Coast, the first new resort in Batemans
Bay in five years is due to open in 2019. The $23-million Ramada
Resort Batemans Bay will be the first development on the South
Coast for the Wyndham Hotel Group and includes 84 guestrooms.
In Albury, there’s a new Mantra Hotel offering contemporary
accommodation in the heart of the CBD.

REGIONAL NSW EXPERIENCES AND TOURS
On the South Coast, Cupitt’s Winery in Ulladulla has launched
Tour & Taste experiences, and Yuin Walbunga Aboriginal
Cultural Tours run trips in the Eurobodalla area. Nearby at Eden,
Light2Light Coastal Walks run three-day hikes between Boyds
Tower and the Green Cape Lighthouse, and Kiah Wilderness
Tours operate kayak tours on the pristine Towamba River.
South Coast Seaplanes offer scenic flights from Nowra,
Narooma and Moruya.
The Blue Mountains Grand Traverse by Auswalk is a three-day,
two-night walking journey that explores waterfalls, canyons, and
subtropical forests. It also takes in the stunning views that have
made the World Heritage-listed Blue Mountains National Park
world famous.
One of the most significant collections of Australian art in
Regional NSW has opened at the New England Regional Art
Museum (NERAM) in Armidale, with a permanent display of
works by HINTON: Treasures of Australian art. In nearby Glenn
Innes, Glen Innes Highlands Tours create tour itineraries to
showcase the Australian Standing Stones, Balancing Rock,
Gawura Indigenous Gallery and Aboriginal Art tours, Gem
Fossicking and Australian Colonial History with Celtic Heritage.
Tweed Eco Cruises on the Tweed River on the NSW North Coast
have recently launched the Joongurra Cruise, an immersive
experience led by a local Aboriginal guide from the Bundjalung
Nation. The two-hour cruise travels to the sacred island of
Ukerebagh where guests are greeted with a smoking ceremony
and guided along sandbanks to see the marine and bird life.
Ngaran Ngaran Culture Awareness (NNCA) is an Aboriginalowned and operated company that runs tours departing from
Narooma on the NSW South Coast on Yuin country. On the
two-night Djirringanj Dreaming Tour, guests will experience an
Aboriginal cultural retreat, with luxury tented accommodation at
Tilba Lake Camp and bush tucker. Guests are invited to walk and
listen to the sacred Dreaming of Djirringanj country, the heartland
of the Yuin people, and experience first-hand the stories which
have been passed down from generation to generation to connect
to country.
In the Tweed Region, Mount Warning Tours offer an amazing
assortment of river and land tours exploring the breathtaking
Green Cauldron region, including a new five-course floating
degustation river cruise on the majestic Tweed River.
Founded by Rutty Talati and Tristan Harley, Emu Trekkers is a
registered not-for-profit which offers a variety of walks in the
national parks of Sydney and the Blue Mountains. Emu Trekkers
is a licenced NPWS Ecopass operator, with all proceeds raised
supporting the Indigenous Literacy Foundation.
In the Southern Highlands, Milton Park Country House has
launched a series of musical dinners, featuring operatic
performances between courses, and Wildfest creates pop-up
wilderness glamping retreats and dinners.
On the North Coast, Unkya Cultural Eco Tours operates
Aboriginal tours from Scotts Head, and at Byron Bay’s Elements
of Byron resort, take a ride on the world’s first solar train. While
in Byron, The Farm is now offering horseback educational tours
with Zephyr Horses.
At Lake Crackenback in the Snowy Mountains, electric mountain
bike tours are being run to the top of Mt Kosciuszko, while on the
South Coast Region X, is running glass bottom kayak tours.
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