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YOUTH TRAVELLERS
TO NSW
NSW is a young traveller’s paradise and the most popular
destination in Australia. Whether here to work, study or play,
or a combination of all three, there’s plenty to keep the youth
traveller entertained in Sydney and across NSW.

THE YOUTH MARKET IN NSW
NSW accounted for over half of international youth travellers to
Australia (54%), in the year ending December 2017, with nearly 1.3
million international youth visitors arriving in NSW, an increase
of 34.5% since 2011. International youth visitors stayed more than
52.1 million visitor nights in the State, an increase of 30.7% as
against 2011.
Comprising travellers from both Generation Y and Generation Z,
collectively known as Millennials, this segment is driving change
as they seek transformative and educational travel encounters
with quality experiences to satisfy their desire for cultural
immersion across work, study or leisure. While relying heavily on
social networking and peers to influence their travel decisions,
they are hungry for inspiration, empowerment and the opportunity
to gain knowledge. They are flexible, yet more sophisticated
travellers than previous generations; many of those who are from
NSW’s traditional markets have grown up travelling with their
parents. As a result, they have high expectations.
No longer just budget-conscious travellers, this segment
represents a number of visitor types whose overall spend is
higher than any other leisure travel segment in NSW. This is due
mainly to their higher-than-average length of stay and propensity
to combine work, visiting friends and family, and education with
holiday and leisure experiences. They are more likely to travel to
regional destinations and have the potential to become lifelong
ambassadors for NSW and Australia.

YOUTH VISITORS ARE STAYING LONGER
The average length of stay in NSW by international youth visitors
was 40.8 nights in the year ending December 2017. International
youth visitors spent just over $5.6 billion in NSW, an increase of
7.4% over the same period in the previous year. More than one
third (37%) of all spending in Australia by international youth
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visitors occurred in NSW. On average, international youth visitors
each spent $4,312 per visitor and $108 per night in NSW.

And while Sydney is world-famous for its unique events, Regional
NSW also attracts younger travellers to surfing and skating events
as well as music festivals. Popular events for the youth traveller
include the following:

YOUTH VISITORS ARE STAYING LONGER
The average length of stay in NSW by international youth visitors
was 40.8 nights in the year ending December 2017. International
youth visitors spent just over $5.6 billion in NSW, an increase of
7.4% over the same period in the previous year. More than one
third (37%) of all spending in Australia by international youth
visitors occurred in NSW. On average, international youth visitors
each spent $4,312 per visitor and $108 per night in NSW.

MOST COME TO NSW FOR ‘FUN’
It’s no big surprise that most youth visitors to NSW come for fun,
a category defined officially as ‘holiday’. Almost two out of three
(62.4%) came for that purpose in year ending December 2017.
Youth visitors travelling for fun grew by 36.4% as compared to
2011. The next most common reasons for travel are ‘Visiting
friends and relatives’ (21.0%) and ‘Education’ (14.4%).

DOMESTIC YOUTH TRAVELLERS TO NSW
Youth travel more often domestically than any other age group.
They are the largest sector in interstate travel with almost a
quarter of all overnight visitors to NSW being youth travellers.
The State received 31% of all domestic youth visitors nationally
with over 7.1 million visitors staying 21.9 million nights and
contributing $2.8 billion to the economy.

MOST WORKING HOLIDAYMAKERS COME TO NSW
Two specialised types of Australian visas, the Working Holiday
Visa, and the Work and Holiday Visa, are available to international
visitors aged between 18 and 30.
NSW received 216,100 working holidaymakers (WHM) in the year
ending December 2017, equating to 66% of the total to Australia,
the most of any Australian State. While the number of WHM
was down for most States year on year to December 2017, this
segment of traveller to NSW has grown by 15% since 2011.

WHAT’S ON FOR THE YOUTH TRAVELLER
Festivals and events are key drivers for young travellers. To year
end 2017, 294,600 youth visitors attended a festival, fair or cultural
event in NSW while nearly 64,200 attended a sporting event or
spectacle.

Bowl-A-Rama has expanded into a six-event global series with
stages held in New Zealand, the USA, Singapore, Spain and Brazil.
The largest skate event in Australasia is one of only three six-star
bowl events in the world; the other two being in California and
Florida. Bondi Beach is the famous location for this event held
in February.
Australia’s biggest celebration of country music, Toyota Country
Music Festival Tamworth, features over 700 performers and 2,800
shows across 120 venues in Tamworth each January. The event
culminates with the Country Music Awards of Australia during
which the coveted Golden Guitars are awarded.
Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras is an annual Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Intersex (LGBTQI) pride
festival which culminates in the world-famous Sydney Gay and
Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade at the start of March. The parade
features colourful and elaborate floats, each representing various
community groups, topical themes or political messages.
Each February Surfest hits the sand of Newcastle for the largest
surfing festival in Australia; it also attracts some of the world’s
best surfers for the six-star rated men’s and women’s pro events.
The two-week event encompasses a range of competitions,
including team events, aerial shows and an indigenous
competition in addition to the men’s and women’s professional
competitions.
Bluesfest at Byron Bay should be on every music fan’s radar.
Australia’s premier blues and roots festival is set in the beautiful
countryside around Byron Bay over the Easter long weekend; it
features more than 200 performances by the world’s best blues,
roots, folk, soul and world artists.
The HSBC Sydney 7s Tournament is part of the World 7’s Rugby
series showcasing men’s and women’s rugby. The event is of high
appeal to youth audiences with fans encouraged to attend with
groups of friends, adorned in their most colourful outfits or fancy
dress.
Vivid Sydney is the world’s largest festival of light, music and
ideas and now the largest event in Australia. For 23 days - from 25
May to 16 June 2018 – the event places a spotlight on Sydney and
reinforces its position as the home of light, creativity, cutting edge
music, engaging conversations and the exchange of new ideas.
The sensational Deni Ute Muster, in country Deniliquin,
celebrates all things Australian, including the iconic ‘ute’ vehicle.
Held each year on the October long weekend it’s a fun-packed
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event with a stellar line-up of international and Australian music
artists, ute-driving competitions, a bull-ride spectacular and
more.
Held in early September, the NSW regional music festival,
Snowtunes, continues to woo audiences to Jindabyne in the
Snowy Mountains with a stellar line-up of local and international
electronic music artists. With festival and ski packages
available, the event is a great opportunity to combine skiing or
snowboarding with a great music experience.
Sydney is one of the most spectacular places in the world to
celebrate New Year’s Eve. Grab your spot by the harbour to see a
fabulous fireworks display light up the Sydney Opera House and
Harbour Bridge.
Sydney celebrates Lunar New Year in spectacular fashion, with
dazzling lion and dragon dances, dragon boat races, colourful
markets and fabulous food.
Culburra Beach Festival celebrates the beach, surf, music, art
and food over three nights and two days in the stunning beachside
town of Culburra on the NSW South Coast.
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