
Media Release 

 

  

 

Wednesday, 27 March 2019 

RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONS TO CHARGE INTO LEICHHARDT 

FOR PACIFIC TEST 

Sydney’s inner west will welcome some of the world’s top rugby league players with 
a triple-header Pacific Test Invitational to be held at Leichhardt Oval on Saturday 22 
June 2019. 
 
The NSW Government, through its tourism and major events agency Destination 
NSW, has secured the Pacific Test Invitational for the State in a celebration of 
international sportsmanship. 
 
This year’s invitational will feature a clash between the women’s teams from Papua 
New Guinea and Fiji, and two men’s matches – Fiji versus Lebanon, and Samoa 
versus Papua New Guinea. 
 
Destination NSW Chief Executive Officer Sandra Chipchase said it was an exciting 
event for Sydney and rugby league fans from everywhere. 
 
“The NSW Government is committed to securing world-class events and sporting 
tournaments for the State that will not only entertain and inspire locals, but will also 
drive visitation to Sydney and beyond,” Ms Chipchase said. 
 
“It is estimated that the Pacific Test will generate almost 3,000 visitor nights for 
NSW, generating approximately $540,000 in visitor spend for the local economy.” 
 
The event will include additional entertainment including precinct activities and pre-
game supporter interaction. 
 
“Rugby League has very passionate fans and is widely supported, and Sydney and 
NSW are home to some of the league’s most iconic events,” Ms Chipchase said. 
 
“Sydney looks forward to welcoming supporters, spectators and communities from 
around the globe for the Pacific Test Invitational, and visitors are encouraged to get 
out and enjoy some of the City’s most-loved experiences while they are in town.” 
 
NRL Head of Football, Graham Annesley said he was looking forward the festival-
like atmosphere taking place at one of the Sydney’s best boutique stadiums. 
 
“The Ox & Palm Pacific Test Invitational is one of the most highly-anticipated and 
culturally diverse events on the rugby league calendar,” Mr Annesley said. 
 
“To see some of international rugby league’s best male and female Pacific and 
Lebanese players take to one Sydney’s most cherished suburban grounds in 
Leichhardt Oval is an event not to be missed.” 
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Club members can purchase a triple-header adult ticket from as little as $25 and 
family tickets from as little as $70. 
 
Teams will hold a fan day in the week of the Invitational. Follow nrl.com for additional 
details closer to the event. 
 
Tickets for the Pacific Test Invitational are now on sale. To purchase tickets: 
www.nrl.com/tickets.  
 

Media: Candice Keller candice.keller@dnsw.com.au | 0439 442 800 
 
 

About Destination NSW 
Destination NSW is the lead NSW Government agency for the State’s tourism and 
major events industry and is responsible for devising and implementing strategies to 
grow the State’s visitor economy. Our particular focus is driving tourism and 
acquiring and developing major sporting and cultural events for Sydney and regional 
NSW. In addition, Destination NSW is the major investor in Business Events Sydney 
with the aim of securing more international conventions, incentive travel reward 
programs, corporate events and exhibitions. 
  
Note to editors 
Images, video and content can be found in the Destination NSW Content Library.  
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