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Surrounded by national parks and set
on the edge of a coastal lagoon on
the wild and beautiful Sapphire coast
of southern NSW, Tanja Lagoon Camp
bears little resemblance to its dairy
farm heritage.
Over the past 20 years, Loz Hunt,
business partner Sam Bright and
Sam’s parents, David and Libby Bright
have regenerated and restored the
natural habitat on the 17-hectare
property, planting over 7,000
trees and establishing safe wildlife
corridors.
In 2013, Sam and Loz built the first
of four glamping tents, realising an

opportunity to merge their passion
and expertise in outdoor education
with providing an immersive, naturebased experience for guests.
“During 20 years of working with
organisations like Outward Bound,
I’d spent extensive time alone in
wilderness areas, and a sense of
reverence and spiritual connection to
the land seeped into me,” says Loz.
She and Sam nurtured that sense of
connection and channelled it into the
business.
“Minimising our environmental
footprint is central to all our choices.

"We want to create a
model of tourism as
a force for good, that
respects the pristine
natural beauty of the
region, that benefits
the local community
and that inspires
other businesses to
be eco-conscious."

"Our sustainability
efforts aren’t
perfect and it’s
easy to have ‘ecoguilt’ that we’re not
doing enough, but
fundamental to the
business is our focus
on protecting the
planet. We need to
celebrate that."
My approach to sustainability comes
from a deeply spiritual place – when
I feel connected to nature, I know I’m
on the right path.”
The self-contained glamping tents
are designed so that there is minimal
separation between guests and the
natural environment.
“We provide as much or as little
support as guests need: most of the
time we leave them to relax and
reconnect with nature in their own
way. Many know that it’s essential
to their well being; others are just
dipping a toe into nature tourism –
they tend to be the ones that have the
most transformative experiences.
“Either way, I love seeing guests just
float out of here, rejuvenated and
inspired.”
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Sam and Loz are driven educators and
constantly seek ways to subtly impart
environmental knowledge.
“Since the property has been
rehabilitated, our kangaroos have
become ridiculously relaxed and I’ve
learnt a lot about the behaviour of
the mob, as guests are so intrigued
by them. It’s a great way for people
to become more aware of the natural
habitat.”
The tents are luxurious but simple.
“We provide comfy beds with beautiful
linen and delicious local produce. But
we made a purposeful choice not to
‘pamper’ – not to include things like
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disposable slippers – and we hope
that people see that the ‘luxury’ is in
the natural experience, rather than
consumables.”
While it’s initially more expensive to
make sustainable choices with every
detail – such as purchasing beeswax
rather than paraffin candles – the
ethos resonates with guests and is
reflected in high occupancy rates.
The next step is the construction
of two more eco-structures and a
common area, which will see the
realisation of Sam and Loz’s dream
of providing an exceptional venue to
be immersed in nature, connect with
others and learn.

