Tourism Australia
SustainabilityStorytellers
Tim Tranter

Owner-Operator, Tread Lightly Eco-Tours | New South Wales

Inscribed on the World Heritage
list in 2000, the Blue Mountains
west of Sydney are an unparalleled
natural laboratory of biodiversity and
evolution, with ancient wilderness
areas and unique ecology.
Tim Tranter, Owner-operator of
Tread Lightly Eco-Tours, has been a
trailblazer – both figuratively and
literally – since he started leading
interpretive bushwalks in the Blue
Mountains 25 years ago.

From the outset, Tim and his wife Soni
built their business on the principles
of environmental sustainability,
which set them apart from other
guiding companies at the time. Group
sizes were limited to six (though two
to four is usual); itineraries were
varied to reduce track impact; they
favoured local suppliers; used low
emission vehicles and considered
the environmental impact of every
business decision.

"We offer a sensory,
interactive experience
– the walking itself is
almost secondary."

"I believe that
fostering respect
and understanding
of the complexities
and diversity of
global ecosystems
and cultures is the
best way to inspire
compassion and
a willingness to
conserve our wild
places, and adapt
more sustainable
lifestyles."
“We offer a sensory, interactive
experience – the walking itself is
almost secondary. Our interpretation
interweaves natural history with
indigenous culture. We focus on
seeing, tasting and touching; learning
about medicinal and food plants and
fire ecology,” explains Tim.
Among many awards, Tread Lightly
was the first guiding company in
NSW to be awarded with Respect Our
Culture accreditation, and has been
recognised as the most ‘credible’
sustainable business in the state.
He relishes the opportunity to open
minds, challenge guests’ beliefs,
and illustrate how environment and
culture – old and new – are entwined.
“We get a lot of Northern Hemisphere
academics, for example, who have
a particular understanding of how
seasons work. We like to challenge
their concept of ‘normal’ by
explaining how a variety of native
flora flower in winter rather than
spring; many lose their bark rather
than their leaves; and that fire is a
naturally productive process. They
leave with a completely different
understanding – and frequently
integrate that into their teaching
back home.

“It’s great to see clients savouring
five minutes of reflective silence as
they sit on the edge of a cliff with
nothing but wilderness for hundreds
of kilometres – it’s a profound
experience in their busy lives.”
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